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Dear Sin, 


HEREAS Mr. LPR Hill has been ; 
pleaſed to charge me with what he 
thinks proper to call Antinomianiim 
and, by means of his unſupported accuſation, ,has, 
to my great aſtoniſhment and grief, judged me 
cenſurable upon the ſame account While I be 


1. 


leave to paſs by, with deſerved contempt, all the # 


low private tittle-tattle of prejudiced angry men, 
invented and propagated through town and country, 
to my manifeſt hurt, and to the reproaching of the 
worthy name of Jeſus whereby 1 am called, for 
which, 1 pray the Lord, tor the ſake of whoſe goſ- 
pel 1 glory in ſuffering ſuch ungenteel, unchriſtian 
uſage, that they may be forgiven; permit me, with 
meekneſs and with fear before the Lord, to give an 
account to you, and to the world, of the faith and 
hope which are in me; and chat particularly with 
reſpect to the grand article, the aſſurance of faith; 
which do indeed hold and preach to be the pe- 
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culiar privilege and unalienable portion of all the 
ſaints of God, who are preſerved, by the power of 
him who has had mercy upon them, through faith 
unto ſalvation. And for this, and this alone, both 
my miniſtry and character are called into queſtion, 
and laid under the cenſure of many tongues: how 
» juſtly, let the candid judge. I do here, in humble 
dependence upon never: failing grace, as one neither 
aſhamed of what I believe, nor afraid of the ſuc- 
ceſs of that honourable. cauſe for which I am now, 
however weak and unworthy, called to contend, 
make a bold appeal to God, and to the word of his 
truth. | | 


2. Now faith is deſcribed, by the Author and 
Finiſher thereof, as experienced, by all its happy 
poſſeſſors, to be the evidence of things not ſeen, and, 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for, Heb. xi. 1. It is 
by faith therefore that we underſtand all we know 

by the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt concerning 
God, his thoughts and his ways reſpecting our- 
ſelves, and all other perſons and things. 


3. Farrn is the gift of God, Eph. il. 6. There- 
fore it is no preſumption either to poſſeſs or pro- 
feſs it, when it has pleaſed God to beſtow ſuch 


a2 precious gift of his own ſovereign grace upon 


us. Faith 1s a work of God's own operation, Col. 
ii. 12. The good work which he hath begun in his 
ſaints, he will carry on and perform unto the day 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. i. 6, Jeſus Chriſt 

is the author and finiſher of faith, Heb. xii. 2. He 
dwells in the hearts of his people by faith, Eph. 
iii. 17, He is known in their hearts, the hope of 
glory, Col. i. 27. Know you not your own ſelves, 
how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates? 2 Cor. Xili. 5. 


4. THE 
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4. Tur faith is one, . iv. g. One in all the 
= elect of God, and comm... to them all as the one 
"4 air they breathe, and the one light which they ſee, 
29 Tit. i. 1, 4. The ſame and equally precious in 

them all, as in the apoſtles themſelves, 2 Pet. i. 1. 

Let Paul ſpeak out for himſelf and all his brethren 

in the faith which was once delivered to the ſaints, 

for which they muſt all contend and ſuffer. He 
ſays, The life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and els 
gave himſelf for me; I do not fruſtrate the grace | 
of God, Gal. 11. 20. | | 


F. Farrx is God's own peculiar act, manifeſting 

the truth to our conſciences; like the creation of 

the light, to ſhine; and of the eye, to ſee; ſo that 

men are as paſſive in receiving thereof, as the blind 
* in receiving ſight: Let Paul declare if it be not ſo 
oY God, who commanded the light to ſhine out of dark- 
- = neſs, hath ſkined in our hearts, to give the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt, 2 Cor. iv. 6. | 


6. Ir faith is deſcribed by the name of repen- 
tance, as a converſion or change of mjnd trom 
death to life; then it is God that granteth that re- 
1 pentance unto life, Acts xi. 18. Jeſus is exalted to 
14 give repentance unto Iſrael, and the remiſſion of 
. ſins, Acts v. 31. It is God, ſay believers, who hath 

delivered us from the power of darkneſs, and hath 

tranſlated us into the kingdom of his dear Son, 

1 Col. i. 13. Of his own will begat he us, with the 

io word of truth, James i. 18. Being born again, not 
p of corruptible ſeed, but of incorruptible, by the 
word of Goft which liveth and abideth for ever, 

1 Pet. i. 23. As many as received him, to them 
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gave he power (the privilege) to become the ſons 
of God, even to them who believed on his name; 
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will-of the 


14 1 


fleſh, nor of the will of man, but of God, John 


1. 12. 


7. T by his grace he hath made us what we 
are, and not we ourſelves; God hath made the dif- 
ference: what we are, and what we have, we have 


received: ſaved not by works of righteouſneſs 
which we have done, but of his own mercy, be- 
cauſe he would have mercy : not of works, leſt any 


'man ſhould boaſt; for we are his workmanſhip, 


created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, which 


God hath before ordained edaf we wou walk in 


hem; a 11. 9. 


8. Moxzoves, faith dame by hearing, and that 
hearing by the word of God, Rom. x. 17. He that 
receiveth this teſtimony, hath ſet to his ſeal, that 


God is true Ile that believeth on the Son, hath 
everlaſting life: he that believeth not the Son, ſhall 


not ſee life; but the wrath of God abideth on him, 


John iii. 36. If we receive the witneſs of men, the 


witneſs of God is greater : for this is the witneſs of 
God, which he hath teſtified of his Son. He that 
belleveth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in 
himſelf: he that believeth not God, hath made him 


a liar, becauſe he believeth not the record that God 


gave of his Son. And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us (who believe that record) eternal 
life: and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 


| God, hath not life. Theſe things have I written 


unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God that ye may know that ye haye eternal lite, 


And | 
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And that ye may believe (to the end) on the nam 
of the Son of God, 1 John v. 9, &. 


9. Tnus in all things upon God's ſingle, un- 
ſupported authority, authority unſupported, im- 


poſſible to be ſupported by the collatteral teſtimony 


of any other voucher beſides himſelf, who is the 
alone witneſs, and the alone judge of, all his own 
matters, let every man be fully perſuaded (fully 
aſſured) in his own mind, Rom. xiv. 5. Haſt thou 
faith ? have it for thyſelf before God. Happy 18 
he that condemneth not himſelf in that which: he 
alloweth. And he that doubteth (what God de- 
clareth to be right, and good, and true) is con- 
demned on that account; for whatſoever is not of 
faith is ſin, Rom. xiv. 22, &c. Now the maxim 


here given, although applied to a particular caſe, 


is evidently univerſal, and equally applicable to all 
caſes both of principle and practice; as it is alſo. 


written in another place, and applied in every caſe, 
. reſpecting the conduct of man. But without faith 


it is impoſſible to pleaſe him; for he that cometh 
to God muſt believe that he is (what he really is, 
and hath declared himſelf to be), and that he is the 


rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him, Heb. 


AI. 6, | * 


10. So if men do not believe a lie, and worſhip. 
in vain, not knowing what they worſhip, they muſt 
receive (that is, believe) the word of God as de- 
clared by his own inſpired ſervants, not as the 
word of man, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God, which worketh effectually alſo in all who be- 
lieve it, 1 Theſſ. ii. 12. and bringeth forth fruit, 
as the Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth of the Coloſhans, 


from the day they hear it, and know the grace 


of God in truth, Col. i. 6. For faith worketh by 
on | love; 
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love; Tove, which rejoiceth not in iniquity, but in 
the truth—Faith purifieth the heart; and is fruit. 
ful in every good word and work; bringing forth 
the fruits of righteouſneſs, which are acceptable to 
God through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Faith iſſues in 
works, and is ſhewed by works — works of faith 


and labours of love, expreſſive of patience and hope, 


as in Abraham, Rahab, and all the ſaints; witneſs 
God himſelf ſpeaking in all the ſcriptures, from the 
Alpha to the Omega of his own revelation. 
C 


1 
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11. Ix proportion as we ceaſe to give ear to man, 
and give ourſelves up to the ſole direction of thoſe 


infablible orac les of truth, we ſhall find light break- 


the altar, nor from him down to John the divine, 
the laſt ſurvivor of all the apoſtles of the Lord, 


ing in upon us from every quarter, demonſtrating, 
clear as a ſun- beam, this eternal truth, That there is 
not a ſingle inſtance of one ſaint of God, ſtanding 


this day upon all the records of the Holy Ghoſt, 


from righteous Abel down to Zacharias the ſon of 
Barachias, whom they ſlew between the porch and 


who did not ſtand, preſerved by almighty power, in 


A — 3 - 


the full aſſurance of faith, rejoicing in hope of the 


glory ta be fully revealed at the coming of the 
Lord, from the firſt hour of being tranſlated into 


that marvellous light, even to the death, when faith 
was fwallowed up in viſion, and hope in perfect 


enjoyment; and who did not accordingly, taught 
by that grace of God, adorn the doctrine of God 
our Saviour by a confeſſion and converſation be- 


coming the ſame. 


. i 


* 


his own celebrated martyr Abel, now ſpoken of; 


was it not given to him, to be fully afſured of his 
own intereſt in God his Saviour; whom he believed, 


and whom by faith he pleaſed? and, being now 


dead, 


12. Inquire of the Lord the Spirit, concerning 


* 


| NV 
dead, doth he not yet ſpeak, and cry, louder than his 


blood, the ſame privilege and N of all the 


ſaints, with all their offerings of gratitude and 


praiſe, acceptable to God through the one Mediator 


Jeſus Chriſt, and the powerful miniſtration of the 


_ other Comforter the Holy Ghoſt ? 


13. Was not Enoch, the ſeventh from Adam, 
who propheſied of the coming of the Lord with the 


thouſand thouſands of his ſaints, who walked with 


God, whom God tranſlated without taſting of 
death, who before his tranſlation obtained this teſ- 
timony, that he pleaſed God; was not he, I ſay, 
perfectly aſſured, during all the ſpace of his walk 
with God, that he was perfectly, perſonally recon- 
ciled to him with whom he walked, and whom 
by faith he pleaſed? for how can two walk toge- 
ther except they be agreed, and mutually know 

they are agreed ? | 550 


14. Was not Noah, the preacher and heir of the 
righteouſneſs of God by faith, perfectly aſſured of 
his own perſonal acceptance with his God and 
Lord, whom he believed, and preached, feared, 
loved, and obeyed to the death? | 


15. Were Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, ſons and 
heirs together of the ſame promiſe and grace of 
eternal life, in a leſs aſſured and comfortable ſitua- 
tion, with reipect to their own perſonal juſtification 
and peace with God, their juſtifier, father, ſun and 
ſhield, their exceeding rich and great reward, whom 
they all adored and lerved in their reſpective gene- 
rations, walking in the very ſame ſteps of faith, in 
aſſured hope of a bleſſed reſurrection, till the living 
God, to whom they lived and died, received them 
to himſelf, to live with him till he come again with 

| | them 
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them in glory, and make them ſhine out for ever. 


more with all his redeemed, like the ſun in the 
kingdom of their Father? Even fo, Father, becauſe 
it hath ſeemed good in thy ſight! 


16. WERE not Joſeph, and Moſes, and Job, and 
Caleb, and Joſhua, Samuel, David, Elijah, Eliſha, 
Iſaiah, Jeremiah, Dantel the beloved and highly 
favoured of the Lord, Ezra, Nehemiah, with all 
the prophets and holy men of old, all recorded, to 


their everlaſting remembrance, as jealous for the 
Lord God of lirael ; with the whole cloud of wit- 


neſſes wherewith we are encompaſſed, innumerable 


as the ſtars of the firmament, and like the ſand 
upon the ſea ſhore for multitude ; now all crowned 


with glory and victory in the preſence of their Fa- 


ther's joy, each one walking in his uprightneſs 


around. the throne, and ſinging the ſong of Moſes 
and the Lamb; rejoicing, with the holy angels of 


God, over every {inner whom the Shepherd of Iſrael 


bringeth to repentance; and waiting with earneſt 
expectation till the whole election of grace be 
brought into one; when all the heirs of the king- 
dom ſhall be delivered from the bondage of cor- 
ruption, and brought into the glorious liberty of 
the ſons of God ;—were theſe, all theſe, or any one 
of theſe, from the hour of their firſt receiving the 
Holy Ghoſt, to remain within them a well of wa- 
ter ſpringing up to everlaſting life, during the 
courle of their pilgrimage and ſojourning upon 


earth, until they were carried by the angels into 


their preſent everlaſting manſions of bliſs and praiſe 
in their Father's houle, left to continue without 
the light of his countenance ſhining upom them— 
left to wander through the dark valley and ſhadow 
of death, as trembling ſlaves, without the aſſurance 
of their Father's love—left in darxnels with re- 

_ ſpect 
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„ 
pect to their intereſt in his grace, without the 
peace of God in their conſciences? 4 


17. Ir ſuch indeed was their melancholy caſe, 
deſerted of God; whom had they—what had they 


to ſupport them ?—This world and the god of it 


were their foes—they. were expoſed as lambs to 
the mouths' of lions - toſſed like faggots into the 
Kery flames—ſabjeed to the edge of the ſword 
had trials of cruel mockings and ſcourgings, yea 
moreover of bonds and impriſonment they were 
ſtoned, they were fawn aſunder, were tempted, tor- 


tured, and examined concerning their faith and 


Hope upon racks and wheels were ſlain with the 


ſword: they wandered about in ſheep-ſkins, and 
goats-ſkins, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented 
(of whom the world was not worthy) : they wan- 


dered in deſerts, and in mountains, in dens and 


caves of the earth — Such was their wayfaring, 
and ſuch their fare in the purſuit of a better 


country 


18. Ir they had not had meat to eat which the 
world knew not of, and a joy which ſtrangers to God 


intermeddle not with, how could they have begun 


ſuch a race? how could they have gone on, and per- 
ſevered to the end? How could they have engaged 
in ſuch a warfare, and alſo overcome through the 
blood of the Lamb, not loving their lives to the 
death for the teſtimony of Jeſus; if he, the cap- 
tain of their ſalvation, had not led them, led them 
on, carried them ſafely through, and given them 
more than victory, through the knowledge of him- 
ſelf as their light, their life, their peace, their per- 
fect joy and everlaſting crown ? N : 
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19. Ir otherwiſe it was; and they were left or- 
i phans, comfortleſs, mourning an abſent God, to 
| Fare on, along the dreary length of this . waſte 
howling wilderneſs, wandering in the dark alone, 
in the midft of all their worſe than mortal foes, de- 
ſerted, forſaken, forlorn, without the knowledge of 
their intereſt in their Saviour's love, without the 
experience of his very preſent help in trouble ;— 
Solve this riddle, ye deceitful workers | ye miniſters 
of Satan! who hold it as the Cardinal point, even the 
| Ringing article of all your doctrine, that the ſaints of 
God have in all ages been, and ſtill are, many a long 
. weary day, week, month and year, nay, ſome dur- 
ing their whole life-time, in doubts and fears con- 
cerning their own perſonal intereſt in the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt ; without certainty, without aſſurance, 
Whether they are appointed to wrath, or to obtain 
eternal ſalvation through faith in his blood. 


X. 


20. Ir this your conſtant ever-and- anon repeated 
tale, ſo full of ſorrow! ſo full of woe! be true; and 

if ye be indeed belyed, and are not the meſſengers 
of Satan, ſent to buffet the ſaints of God; but the 
very miniſters of Chriſt, the real helpers of their 
faith and joy —explain to us, who in the name of 
God the Lord demand it of you, how all theſe 
ſaints, in former days, endured as ſeeing the invi- 
ſible God; having an eye to the recompenſe of re- 


ward; chuſing rather to ſuffer affliction with the 1 
people of Ged, than to enjoy the pleaſures of ſin 4 
for a ſeaſon :— How the moſt diſtreſſed of them all, 1 


in the moſt diſtreſſed circumſtances, could main- 
tain his unabated confidence in God, and ſay, when 9 
he could ſay no more, Though he ſlay me, yet 1 1 
vill put my truſt in him: for I know that my Re- : 
deemer liveth, and that he ſhall ſtand in the lager F 
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day upon the earth; and though, after my ſkin 
worms deſtroy this body y, yet in my fleſh thall I 
ſee God: whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine 
eyes ſhall behold, and not another, though my 
reins 8 conſumed within me. 


21. Bur what do we talk ? or aſk of, at the hand 
of men ?—Is not the Holy Ghoſt himſelf witneſs, 
that all theſe embraced the promiſes, were fully 
perſuaded of them, lived in the faith of them, died 
in the faith of them, obtained of God a good re- 
t through the faith of them, and are now inhe- 


riting them in the reſt of God? 


22. Ir will be i in vain here to object the opinions 
of Henry, Hammond, and other commentators an- 


cient or modern, in oppoſition to the plain deciſive 


voice of the ſcriptures themſelves, If it be alledged, 
that theſe Old Teſtament ſaints were not without 
their perſonal ſins Who denies it? But God affirms, 
that neither were they without their faith, which 
himſelf beſtowed upon them, and preſerved in 
them, till he received them into his own immediate 


preſence and joy in paradiſe. 


23. By this their faith of the goſpel, which is 
the power and wiſdom of God to all who believe 
it, they were enabled to overcome all their difficul- 
ties, and to triumph, through the blood of their 
High Prieſt, over all ſins, and over all their foes. 
Was not their Redeemer and Interceffor as mighty 
and powerful to prevail in their behalf, and their 
Father in him as faithful and juſt to forgive them 
then, as now and for . | 


24. If it be aan | in \ anckhen view, from a moſt 
erroneous and blaſphemous ſenſe impoſed upon the 
B 2 holy 
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holy oracles of God, Phat the greater part of thoſe 
called the people of God were groſs idolaters, and 
notoriouſly abandoned perſons in their perſonal 
behaviour and conduct, even worſe than thoſe of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, wirh the other nations 
around them; 'and how could ſuch perſons have 
the aſſurance of faith, and the comfortable enjoy- 
ment of an' intereſt in God as their Saviour, while 
they wallowed in ſuch a mire of ſin? Anſwer. 
They are not all the Ifracl of God, who are of 
Ifrael according to the fleſhly. generation: and tho? 
fuch perſons in the writings of the = ty are 
called God's people and children, as deſcended of * 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, and otherwiſe bleſſed 1 


with many temporal privileges, while the oracles 
of God were in their hands, which they diſbelieved, 
wreſted and abuſed to their own deſtruction; yet 
they were all the while in reality declared by the 
Lord to be the devil's ſlaves: and as in fact they, 
in ſuch an eſtate, had no fellowſhip with God; ſo 

neither had they any title to, nor enjoyment of 

thoſe conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, which the 
ſons and daughters of God rejoice in, as their pe- 
culiar privilege and everlaſting portion. ho 


ee”: 
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25. WHEREFORE it is evident, that they are no 1 
better than devils incarnate, with regard to their 9 
deſigns and operations againſt the ſouls of men, W 
who hold out thoſe manifeſt idolaters and blaſphe- 1 
mers of Judah and Jeruſalem, as deſcribed, for ex- 8 
ample, in the 2d and 4th chapters of Jeremiah, 8 
and in the r6th chapter of Ezekiel, for the ſaints 1 
and ſons of God by the faith of Jeſus Chriſt; and A 


ſo infer, that thoſe who are actually ſanctified, juſti- 
fied, and waſhed in the name of the Lord Jeſus, 
and by the Spirit of their God, through the belief 
of the truth, may be in ſuch a profligate 1 
6 „„ ; LE Are nom + ; : : and 
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and character; and conſequently, without the aſſu- 
rance of their intereſt | in Chriſt, | 


"os Is the congregations of hack men are not 
filled with hardened, ſhameleſs, hypocritical whore- 
mongers, harlots, dronkards, and deteſtable Sodom- 
ites, it is to me a greater wonder than all the won- 


ders of the land of Egypt and the field of Zoan! 


27. But, leaving this to be conſidered by thoſe 
who are moſt concerned, all objections againſt the 


aſſurance of faith, drawn from the preſent remain- 
ders and workings of indwelling fin in the ſaints 


of God, while in connection with the body of this 
death, ſhall be anſwered 1 in due ſeaſon. 


28. MAN while be i it obſerved, that as it was 
with the Old, ſo is it preciſely with the New Teſta- 
ment ſaints: for is not Jeſus Chrift the ſame yeſter- 


day, to-day, and for ever? Had they not the ſame 


eternal law of righteouſneſs, the ſame everlaſting. 
goſpel, when it pleaſed God to ſpeak at divers 


times, and in ſunk ry manners, unto the fathers by 
the prophets, as ſince he began in theſe laſt times 
to ſpeak unto us, upon whom the ends of the 


world are coine, by his Son, who is the brightneſs | 
of his Father's glory and the expreſs image of 
his perſon, God over all and bleſſed for ever? Was 


the goſpel preached unto them? So is it unto us. 


Did the word, mingled with faith, profit them who 
were joined unto it by that faith; ? So is it ſtill the 
power of God and the wiſdom of God unto the ſal- 
vation of thoſe who believe it. 


Hear the Lord, the one Shepherd of all the 


Iſracl of God beloved and true; he ſays, I know 


ny ſheep—Is this aſſertion: true ? Then who dares 
=D ſay, 
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ſay, chat his following words maintain a lye, And 


I am known of mine; they hear my voice, and they 
follow.me; and a ſtranger they will not follow, be- 
cauſe they know not the voice of a ſtranger : and I 
give to all my ſheep eternal life; neither ſhall any 
of them periſh; nor ſhall any pluck them out of 


my Father's hand, I and my Father are one, 


( 


30. Anv ſays the Holy Ghoſt to all believers of 
the goſpel, Ye are all the ſons of God by the faith 


of Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. iii. 26.—By what? By doubt- 
Ing, fearing, and diſbelieving your intereſt in 
Chriſt ? No, verily, as God is true; but by the 


faith, the evidence, knowledge, demonſtration, re- 


commended, manifeſted to your conſciences by the 


Holy Ghoſt, the alone infallible witneſs to you of 


Jeſus Chriſt, who hath loved, ſanctified, and waſhed 


you from your ſins in his own blood, and made 
you kings and prieſts unto God and your Father for 
eyer and ever For as many as have been baptized 


into Chriſt (that is, taught and anointed by the 


Holy Ghoſt, and made one ſpirit with the Lord 
Chrift) have put on Chriſt Therefore if ye be 
Chriſt's, then ye are Abraham's ſeed, and heirs ac- 
cording to the promiſe, Gal. 111. 27, &c. And be- 


cauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth the Spirit of 


his" Jon Into * hearts, cry ing, Abba, F ather, 
„ Jo rs 


31. Turx all the ſons of God, by the faith of 


Chriſt, have the Spirit of Chriſt ſent forth into 


their hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Who dares 


preſume to make any exception, where God has 
made none among all the ſons of God ? 


22, MokE- 


* 


* 


* 


* 
i 


* 
« 
* 
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22. Mogxovzs, God ſays to every individual 
child of God, Wherefore thou art no more a ſer- 


vant (a ſlave) but a ſon; and if a ſon, then an heir 
of God through Chriſt, Gal. iv. 7. Now the man 


who does not ſuppoſe the God of truth telling a 


falſehood here, muſt abſolutely conclude, that every 


child of God whatever, by faith, believes himſelf to 
be, not a ſlave, but a ſon and an heir of God thro? 
Chriſt : for God himſelf declares it to be ſo; and if 
one do not believe what-God affirms, he makes 
God a lyar, and proves himſelf thereby to be a child 


of the devil, whoſe luſts he doth. 


33. Axp this is amply confirmed by the next 
words, Howbeit, then when ye knew God, ye did 
ſervice to them which by nature are no gods. 
But now that ye have known God, or rather are 


known of him, how turn ye again to the weak 


and beggarly elements, whereunto ye deſire again 
to be in bondage? Gal. iv. 8, &c. Hence it 
follows again, that before one is apprehended or 
known of God, and ſo comes to the knowledge 
of God as his God and Father, he doth not, he 
cannot ſerve God—Whom then doth ſuch a one 
ſerve? God ſays, Them who by nature are no 
gods, that 1s, devils. 


34. ExPRESSLY to this purpoſe, it is affirmed by 
the ſaints, upon the authority of the Holy Ghoſt, 


ſaying, We know that we are of God, and the 
whole world (except the believers of the truth 


alone) lieth in wickedneſs (the wicked one). And 
we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an underſtanding, that we may know him 


that is true: and we are in him that is true, 


even in his Son, Jeſus Chriſt. This is the true 
| God, 
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„ 61 | 
N 1 WE God, and eternal life. Little children, keep your- 
1 felves from idols. Amen. 1 John v. 19, &. 


fl 8 hath taught theſe ſaints to tell a lye, concerning 1 
| | 8 the knowledge and underſtanding given them, re- : 


ſpr&myg the true God, and their own happy eſtate 
in him; We muſt of neceſfity fay, that they are per- 


feftly affured;" as of the being of the true God the 1 


in him eternal life; even as certainly as they are 
affured by the true God, who hath had mercy upon = 
them, that the whole of the unbelieving world 7 
around them lieth in the power of Satan, and in 1 
N condemnation with him under the wrath 


| 36: Thus, to deny the perſonal, full and per- 
Fe& aſſurance that all faints have of their intereſt 

in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ſons and heirs of God, 
| _ even jointcheirs with Chriſt, is to deny the Son, 
Il! and the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, and openly to 
9 Hold, that theſe Three who bear record in heaven, 
1 who are one, are a lyar— Hear, O heavens ! Give 


* 
U 


” ? 


37. TrxsE words ſpake Jeſus, and lift up his 
eyes to heaven, and ſaid, Father, the hour is come; 
i glorify thy Son, that thy Son alfo may glorify thee. 
E As thou haſt given him power over all fleſh, that 
| he ſhould give eternal life to as many as thou haſt 
rus him. And this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jefus Chriſt 

whom thou haſt ſent, John xvii. 1, &c. Thele 
words are explained and illuſtrated by the laſt 

- quotation, wherein what is here affirmed of the Fa- 
ther, as the only true God, is affirmed alſo of the 
Son; becauſe the Father is in the Son, and the Son 
in 
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in the Father: So that he who hath ſeen the Son 


and known him, hath in him ſeen and known 
the Father alſo, becauſe the F ather and the Son are 
One. 


38. Now, upon the whole, it is evident here alſo, 


as that the Lord ſpeaks truth, that thoſe who know 


the only true God in his own revealed character, 
which is one, poſſeſs eternal life, and know that 
they do poſſeſs it; even as he who fees the light, 


bach in himſelf the knowledge that he ſees it: ſo 
thoſe who know the joyful ſound, are greatly bteſ- 
ſed; and know the lefg they have obtaine from 


the God of their ſalvation. 


39. Ir you further aſk, What is the revealed cha- 
racter of God, in the knowledge whereof the poſ- 


OE, of that knowledge 1s ſo greatly bleſſed and 


oyful? Let the Lord God himſelf declare his own 


e bleſſed and bleſſing name, ſaying, I am 


the Lord, and there is no God elſe beſide me, a 


juſt God and a Saviour, there, is none beſide me, 
Iſa. xlv. 21. 


40. Turk ETrORE, thoſe who do not know God as 
their own God, the juſt God and their own Sa- 


viour, do not en the one living and true God 
at al]. | 


41. Acai, In the Lord ſhall all the ſeed of 
Iſrael (the true Iſrael, begotten to God by the word 
of truth) be juſtified, and ſhall glory, Ila. xlv. 25. 
And lo, how the ſaints with one voice and ſpirit 
re-echo back to God the praile of all this grace 
and truth, on them beſtowed, by them poſteſſed 


and gloried in, as all their ſalvation, and all their 
deſire !—Juſtified by faith, we have peace with 
C God 
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God Sn our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom we 


have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein we 
ſtand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God— 
and hope maketh not aſnamed, becauſe the love of 
God (towards us) is ſhed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto us Gd com- 
mendeth his love towards us, in that while we were 


yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us. Much more then, 
being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved 


from wrath through him. For if, while we were 
enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of 
his Son: much more being reconciled, we ſhall be 
faved by his life. And not only ſo, but we alſo j Joy 
(we glory) in God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
by whom we have now received the atonement 
(even the reconciliation, the covering of our ins 


in his blood). Moreover, the law entered, that the 


offence might abound (appear to be ſin); but where 
fin abounded, grace did much more abound : that 
as ſin hath reigned unto death, even ſo might grace 
reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by 
Jeſus Chrift our Lord, Rom. v. I, &c. 


42. Svc is the experience of the ſaints, of all 


the ſaints; unleſs you alledge and prove, that the 
God of the ſaints has deceived them, and bleſſed 
them only with a lye, and a fool's paradiſe 


43 Tua this honour, privilege, and unſpeak- | 


able enjoyment, of knowing their ſtate and accep- 
tance with God their Father, is to all the ſaints 
evident as the very exiſtence of God himſelf, and 
their own exiſtence in him, the ſcriptures uniformly, 
revel apo declare; —if not; what mean theſe 
words ? If any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, 
be is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. — and what is the 


office and work of the Spirit of Chriſt in thoſe 
whom 
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whom he thus poſſeſſeth? Why, he leads them and 
guides them into all the truth, peace, and joy in 
believing. | | S278; 


44. Ley Paul here alfo ſpeak for himſelf and 
his brethren—There is therefore now no condem- 
nation to them which are in Chriſt Jeſus, who walk 
not after the fleſh, but after the Spirit. For the 


law of the Spirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus hath made 


me free from the law of fin and death—They that 
are after the fleſh, do mind the things of the fleſh ; 
but they that are after the Spirit, do mind the 
things of the Spirit—So then they that are in the 
fleſh cannot pleaſe God. But ye are not in the 
- fleſh, but in the Spirit, if fo be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you—For as many as are led by the 
Spirit of God, they are the ſons of God. For ye 
have not received the fpirit of bondage again to 
tear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itſelf 
beareth witneſs with (brings a complete proof; 
fee Rev. ch. xx1!. ver. 18.) our ſpirit, that we are 
the children of God. And if children, then heirs : 
heirs of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt—And we 
know that all things work together for good to 
them who love God, to them who are the called 


according to his purpoſe. For whom he did fore- 


know, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the image of his Son, that he might be the firſt. 
born among many brethren. Moreover, whom he 
did predeſtinate, them he alſo called: and whom 
he called, them he alſo juſtified: and whom he 
juitified, them he alſo glorified. What ſhall we 
then ſay to theſe things? If God be for us, who can 
be againſt us? He that ſpared not his own Son, 
but delivered him up for us all : how ſhall he not 
with him alſo freely give us all things? Who ſhall 
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lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is 


God that juſtifieth : Who is he that condemneth? 


It is Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who alſo 
maketh interceſſion for us. Who ſhall ſeparate us 


from the love of Chriſt ? ſhall tribulation, or diſ- 5 


treſs, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or 
peril, or ſward ? (As it is written, For thy ſake we 
are killed all the day long, we are accounted as 
ſheep for the ſlaughter). Nay i in all theſe things 
we are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us. For I am perſuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, 
nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor height, 


nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able to 


ſeparate us from the love of God, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. viii. 1, &c. 


45. Thus as the ſpeech and preaching of the 
apoſtles was (like that of the prophets before them) 
not with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but 
in demonſtration of the Spirit, and with power ; 
and the faith of all the believers of their teſtimony 
ſtands not in the wiſdom of men, but in the power 
of God : So all believers of the goſpel, in all ages, 
places, and circumſtances, can boldly ſay, without 
preſumption, to the praiſe of the glory of his free, 
jovereign, eternal, predeſtinating, diſtinguiſhing 
grace, who hath made us accepted in the Beloved, 
Now we have received, not the ſpirit of the world 
(as elſewhere deſcribed, the ſpirit of bondage and 
of {laviſh fear, that is, the ſpirit of error, the devil, 
who ruleth in the be of the children of di ſobe- 
Atence and unbelief, holding them in blindneſs and 
bondage under ſin, under wrath, leading them cap- 
dive at his pleafurs whithe: ſocver he will); but we 
have received the pi which is of God, that we 

333 might 


| 15 | 
might know the things which are freely given to us or 
G0d— For who hath known the mind of the Lord, 


that he may inſtruct him? But we have the mind 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor. ii. 4, &c. 


46. Faw hs this ſtands fofth as the cloud- 
leſs ſun at mid-day, a truth, divinely demonſtrated, 
ſhining from the tace of the whole heaven- inſpired 
record, as God himſelf is truth, and ſpeaketh truth, 
That the aſſurance, the full aſſurance of faith, even 
the invariable, infallible certainty, beſtowed upon 
all the believers of the goſpel by him who has had 
mercy upon them, that they themſelves are the ſons 


and heirs of God in Chriſt Jeſus, whereof every one 


in particular hath the witneſs in himſelf, is abſolutely 
eſſential to their very being and calling into that 


ſtate of acceptance with God, as their own God 


and Father, who hath loved them with an everlaſ- 


ting love, and ſaved them with an everlaſting ſal- 


vation, according to his own eternal, immutable 


purpoſe, power and re who worketh all things 


according to the counſel of his own will. 


47. MortoveR, as this aſſurance of faith is 


eſſential to the very being of a chriſtian, from the 
firſt moment of his being called unto a life of faith 
upon the Son ot God, even unto the final iſſue 
thereof, which is the ſalvation of his ſoul; ſo it is 
alſo abſolutely eſſential, and indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
as a fundamental requiſite, to the perional enjoy- 


ment of every chriſtian privilege, and to the per- 


formance of every chriſtian duty. 


48. Trrs is implied in the very nature of the 
thing, and indeed in the very frame and conſti- 
tution of the human nature; which the Father of 
our pits, the Father of mercies, conſiders, and 

accord- 
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into the langua 
preſſive figure, or reſemblance of that divine, ſpi- 


e 
according to which, he ſpeaks to us of his own 
things in ſuch plain language as he hath been 
pleaſed to make us acquainted with; accommo- 
dating his expreſſions and manner of ſpeech accord- 
ing to thoſe ideas which he hath made us capable 
of receiving, as men, | 


49. Tuvs he fays, A fon honoureth his father, 
and a ſervant his maſter; if I then be a Father, 
where is mine honour ? and if I be a matter, where 
is my fear ?—Now what ſon, among men, honour- 
eth his father, without the implied conſciouſneſs of 
the mutual relation wherein they ſtand with reſpect 
to one another? And what fervant honoureth his 
maſter, without having in himſelf the perſonal cer- 
tainty of the reality of his condition as a ſervant; 
and the reſpective difference in point of character, 
condition and circumſtance, between him and his 
maſter p | 


o. Tx truth is, there is ſcarce one name known 
among men, importing nearneſs, dearneſs and in- 
timacy of relation between man and man, or ſigni- 
fying the cloſe ſtrictaeſs of a natural, indiſſoluble 
union between one thing and another upon earth, 
which it hath not pleaſed God the Lord to adopt 
ge of jcripture, and uſe as an ex- 
ritual, unalterable union which himſelf hath con- 
ftituted, and declared to ſubſiſt between himſelf 
and every one of thoſe highly favoured ones, whom 
he hath bleſſed with the belief of his own faving 
truth, | | | 


81. Anx they repreſented in their natural eſtate, 


as having been under the law, like a woman under 
covenant to her huſband, ſubject to all his lawful 


| will 5 


| L 23] 
will; and ſo, in that condition, under the wrath of 
God, under his curſe, for breach of that law of 
eternal obligation ? Behold, now that God has given 
them to believe the teſtimony concerning Jeſus, 

| they are by him declared dead to that law, and 
the law to them (in the reſpect wherein they were 
formerly bound) by the dead body of Jeſus, and 
married to their new huſband Jeſus, who 1s raiſed 
from the dead ; that according to this new relation, 
they may bring forth fruit unto God; that they 
may ſerve this their new huſband in newneſs of 
ſpirit, loving, delighting in, and ſerving this royal 
A of. their liberty, now magnified and made ho- 
nourahle in this their Huſband and Mediator's 
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Ke god blood, Rom. vii. 52 &c. 


52. Tnost who are joined in marriage, are one 
fleſh; but thoſe H are joined to the Lord, are 
one Spirit with the Lord. What, know ye not, that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Ghoſt which 
is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not 
your own? 1 Cor. vi. 19, &c. For ye are bought with 
a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and 
in your ſpirit, which are God's, —Now, how can 
one-walk according to this new and honourable ſtate 
and relation, without believing, and being certain 
of the reality and exiftence thereof? Could Sarah 


93 p 


9 reverence her huſband, and call him lord, without 
od being aſſured that ſhe was actually his lawful ſpouſe, 
'.=- and he the guide of her youth, and of her way ? So 
F neither can chriſtians in truth call Jeſus Lord, un- 
1 leſs in their conſciences, by the teſtimony of the 
3 Holy Ghoſt, they know him fo to be in deed and 
oy in truth. | 

8 | 53. Is he the vine? They are the branches. Is 


1 he the good olive tree? They are ingrafted into 
I | him, 


— . 
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him, and partake of his ſap and fatneſs. Ts he the 


ſhepherd? They are his ſheep. Is he the prince ? 
They are the people of his peace. Is he Chriſt ? 
They are chriſtians, anointed with his Spirit, 


54. Lrrrrx children, ſays he by his apoſtle, I 
have written unto you, becauſe your ſins are for- 


given you for his name's ſake—becauſe ye have 
known the Father—I have not written to you be- 
cauſe ye know not the truth; but becauſe ye know 


it, and that there is no lye of the truth: for ye 
have received an anointing from the Holy One, 


and ye know all (theſe) things—and even as that 
anointing (of the Holy Ghoſt) hath taught you, ye 


ſhall abide in him, 1 John ii. 12, &c. 


55. Tur children alſo, unaſhamed, without pre- 
ſumption, ſay, Behold what manner of love the Fa- 
ther hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be 
called (what the Father hath made us) the ſons of 
God—Now are we the ſons of God; and it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be; but we know 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him, 
for we ſhall fee him as he is: and every one that 
hath this hope (of ſeeing the Lord, and being like 
him, founded in the aſſurance of his own perſonal 
ſonſhip, as above declared) purifieth himſelf even 
as he is pure, 1 John iii. 1, &c. 


56. Bur why multiply proofs and inſtances to 


this purpole, which could have no end, unleſs one 


were to tranſcribe the whole ſcripture, with its ſelf- 
cvident conſcquences, ſpeaking of theſe matters, 


from the beginning of Geneſis to the concluſion of 


the Revelation? 


57. ARE not all the epiſtles addreſſed, not to 
the openly profane unbelievers, nor to the cloſe 


hy po- 


1251 
hypocritical profeſſing infidels, but to the real ſaints 
and faithful, the beloved of God, called to be 


ſaints, called into the knowledge and fellowſhip of 


Jeſus Chriſt? To thoſe who have obtained the 
ſame precious faith with the apoſtles? To thoſe 
who are ſanctified of God the Father, preſerved in 


Jeſus Chriſt, and called? To the holy brethren, 


partakers of the heavenly calling? To thoſe who 
are choſen of God unto ſalvation, through ſanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit, and belief of the truth? To 
thoſe who are addreſſed in this manner: Ye are all 
the children of the light, and of the day; ye are 
not of the night, nor of darkneſs; God hath not 
appointed you unto wrath, but to obtain eternal 
ſalvation through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; foraſmuch 
as ye know ye were redeemed with- the precious 


blood of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as a lamb with- 


out blemiſh, and without ſpot. Of God are ye 
in Chriſt Jeſus, who of God is made unto you 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification and redemp- 
tion; that, as it is written, whoſoever glorieth, let 


him glory in the Lord. 


58. And accordingly as perſons in, and made 
conſcious that they are in ſuch a bleſſed ſtate and 


ſituation, by the good hand of their God upon 


them, they are called upon, and led by him who 
hath called them, unto a behaviour becoming their 
new relations and privileges. | 


59. Gov is your Father; walk worthy of him, 


as dear children, holy and beloved; walking in 
love as Chriſt hath loved you, and given himſelf 
for you, a ſacrifice of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour 
unto God. Te are ſealed by the Holy Ghoſt unto 
the day of redemption; therefore grieve him not. 
As God for Chriſt's ſake hath forglven you; for- 
| D give 
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ive ye one another. As Chriſt hath forgiven you, 


ſo alſo do ye forgive thoſe againſt whom ye have 
a quarrel, or juſt ground of offence. As Chriſt 


hath loved you; ſo do ye alſo love one another. 


Chrift hath laid down his life for you; and ye 


ought to lay down your lives for the brethren. If 
Chriſt, your Lord and Maſter, hath waſhed your 
feet; ye ought to waſh one another's feet: that is, 


do all manner of kind and humble offices, with 


meekneſs and condeſcenſion, one to another. 


60. WNERTrORE gird up the loins of your mind, 
be ſober and hope to the end, for the glory that is 
to be brought you at the revelation of Jeſus Chriſt; 
as obedient children, not faſhioning yourſelves ac- 
cording to the former luſts in your ignorance : but 
as he which hath called you is holy, ſo be ye holy 
in all manner of converſation ; becaule it is written, 
Be ye holy, for I am holy. Ye are riſen together 
with Chriit; therefore ſeek the things which are 
above—When Chriſt, who 1s your life, ſhall appear, 
then ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory; there- 


fore mortify your members which are upon the 


earth—ye have put off the old man, and put on 
the new man, which is created in knowledge, righ- 
teouſneſs, and the holinefs of truth, after the image 


of him who created him; therefore lye not, but ſpeak. 


the truth one to anothiey | in love—And r 


ye do in word, or in deed, do all in the name of 


the Lord Jeſus Chritt, giving thanks unto God and 
your Father by him. Te are Chriſt's, and Chriſt 


is God's; therefore all things are yours, Paul, 
Apollos, Cephas, life or death, things preſent or 
things to come, all are yours. Be careful for no- 


thing; but in every thing with prayer and ſuppli- 

cation, make your requeffs known unto God, who 

careth for Lk ; 3; That you may boldly ſay, oF 
or 
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Lord is my helper. He hath faid, I will never. 


leave you; I will never forſake you. Reoice in the 
Lord. Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceaſing ; 
giving thanks always for all things unto God and 
your Father. 


61. Tnus all perſonal holineſs and obedience 


flow from perſonal aſſurance ; as faith the apoſtle, 
I run not uncertainly ; I fight not as one that beat- 


eth the air; but this one thing I] do, as he who 


ſtriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things, 


I keep wy body under, ttat is, through the Spirit, 


I mortify every corrupt affection and luft—I know 
whom I have believed—T believe, and therefore I 


ſpeak, ſpeak what I know by the revelation of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. I am ſer for the defence of the 
goſpel I have laboured—yet not I, but the grace 


of God in me: By the grace of God, I am what I 


aim, 


62. Tue fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith (fidelity, 
or faithfulneſs, in this place), meekneſs, tempe- 
rance; againſt ſuch there is no law (to condemn 


them; for they are ſanctified, juſtified, and waſhed 


in the name of the Lord Jetus Chriſt, and by the 
Spirit of our God). And they that are Chriſt's have 
crucified the fleſh (the corrupt nature) with the- 
affections and luſts (thereof). If we live in the 
Spirit, let us alſo walk 1n the Spirit—If any man 


be in Chriſt Jeſus, he is a new creature; old things 


are paſſed away, all things are become new. 


63. Tavs all chriſtian obedience proceeds from 
chriſtian principles, new principles communicated 
by the Holy Ghoſt, love and faith: We love him 


becauſe he firſt loved us We believe and perceive 
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the love of God towards us; and therefore we love 


him—we love him, becauſe he hath frankly for- 
285 us all that we owed, even juſtified us freely 

y his grace, through the redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, and made us heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. 


64. Ir is by the grace "of God which hath ap- 


| Peared to us, and brought us ſalvation, that we are 
taught to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, to 


live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
evil world ;—looking for that bleſſed hope, the 
glorious appearing ot the great God our Saviour, 
even the Lord Jeſus Chrifl, who gave himſelf for 
us to redeem us from all iniquity, and to purify 
us to himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works. 


65. Tax love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe 
we thus judge, that if one died for us all, then we 
all died in him (unto ſin), that we who live (by his 
death for us) ſhould no more live unto ourſelves; 
but unto him who died for our offences, and roſe 
again for our juitification, By the mercies of God, 
manifeſted unto us, we are moved to preſent our 
bodies a living tacrifice, holy and acceptable, be- 
fore God; which is our reaſonable ſervice. 


66. Tnus that "ARM of love which is called 
gratitude, or thauktulneſs, and filial deſire towards 
God, for his fatheriy love manifeſted unto us, is 
the Pare fruit of the Spirit of faith in us, and the 
immediate ſpring of all good works by us per- 


formed, tacwugh h's own iole influencing power of 


Brace 3 and truth, to his own glory and praiſe. 


67. Now 


n 
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65. Wow how can owe be grateful, or thankfully 


diſpoſed for a favour, be it what it may, although 


beſtawed, if he is unconſcious that it is beſtowed 
and actually received? | 1 


68. It is true, as God is witneſs, that God is 
od to the evil and the unthankful; that he niakes 


his ſun to ſhine, and his rain to fall, upon the juſt 


and upon the unjuſt; yet the unbelievers, not be- 
ing reconciled to him by the death of Jeſus Chriſt, 


are enmity againſt God, and can be denominated 


by no better deſignation than that of haters of 
God, enemies of God in their minds, and much 
more by wicked works: ſo that all they think, and 


ſay, and do, is termed by the Lord only the doing 


the luſts of their own father, who is the devil 
that is, doing what the devil would have them to 


do, and no more! 


69. For being without faith, and, as God him- 
ſelf expreſſes it, holding God for a lyar, the whole 
of their works and motions is the mere natural 
effect of unbelief, alienation from, and enmity 
againſt God, even ſin, the wages whereof is death 
Their prayers, their ſacrifices, their plowings, are 
ſin, the abomination of the ſoul of God! 


70. Ir they pretend to come to God, they do 


not walk by the way that leads to the Father; 


for Jeſus is that way, the truth, and the life: ſo 
that unleſs treading upon the Son of God, count- 
ing his blood an unholy thing, and doing deſpite 
to the Holy Ghoſt, be the way of pleaſing God, 
and working righteouſneſs, all unbelievers are 
workers of iniquity, and, as ſuch, under the — 
an 
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and abiding curſe of God, bound over to the ven- 
geance of eternal fire! | 


71. AND this, in the way of a juſt contraſt, leads 
to this undeniable conſequence, according to the 
expreſs declaration of ſcripture, that every particu- 
lar act of worſhip and obedience to God implies in 
it the preſent, perſonal, abſolute aſſurance of faith 
in the hearts of the obedient worſhipper,-as the 

eſſential, immediate ſource thereof, 


72. For nothing can be outwardly expreſſed to 
the glory of God, the Searcher of the heart, that is 
not firſt inwardly impreſſed upon the heart. 
73. Tnvs if Abraham, for example, gave obe- 
dience to the commandment concerning circum- 
ciſion, it was becaufe he was firſt inwardly circu — 
ciſed in heart, fully perſuaded in his own op, a 
8 de to God, as a true witneſs, and a faith- 
ul juſtifier of the ungodly believing in Jeſus If 
he offered up Iſaac, it was becauſe he loved and 
believed his God, his Juſtifier and Father. 


74. IF the ſaints in like manner were baptized 
with water, it was becauſe they were firſt baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt, and ſo, according to the 
commandment, they publicly acknowledged and 
confeſſed their faith in the Lord Jeſus, and that 
they were waſhed in his blood, by the miniſtration 
of the Holy Ghoſt, from all their fins. 


75. Ir they obſerved the chriſtian ſabbath, it was 
becauſe they acknowledged therein the command- 
ment and example of their Lord, and that he died 
for them, and roſe again the third day, the firſt day 
of the week, according to the ſcriptures, 5 

76. Ir 


314 


76. Ir they . forth the Lord's death, it 


Was, becauſe it was his expreſs commandment, and 


they were given therein to diſcern his body broken 


for them, dea his blood ſhed for the remiſſion of 
their ſins. 


77 Ir they prayed, it was becauſe they were 
commanded, and they believed God their Father, 


who required them to worſhip, him in that manner, 


ſaying, Our Father—Behold, he prayeth! ſaith the 


Lord, of believing Paul—How can they call on 
him on whom they have not believed? Saith the 
Holy Ghoſt, I will that men pray every where, 


lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubt- 


ing—Aſk, but aſk in faith, nothing wavering; for 
ler not that man that wavereth think that he ſhall 
receive any thing of God—When thou prayeſt, have 
faith in God, believe that ye ſhall receive thoſe 


things which ye aſk (according to the revealed, be- 


lieved will of God) and ye ſhall have them—Whar- 


ſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, I will give it you, 
faith the Lord. 


75. Bur to go through all FL proofs and iNuC- 
trations of this topic, as ſaid before, is to go thro? 
the whole ſcriptures; wherein nothing is plainet, 
not even that God created the heavens and the 
earth, with all their hoſts, very good, than this 
propoſition, that the enjoyment of every chriſtian 
privilege, and the performance of every chriſtian 


duty, can flow only from the perſonal aſſurance 


that a man has in himſelf, of being a child of God 
through the faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 


79. An I affured, by the ZE of God, of 
wy connection with Adam in ſin and death, of my 


being 
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being under the law, a child of wrath by nature, 
and that I cannot be juſtified by mine own works? 
Behold the teſtimony of God 1s equally expreſs, is 
equally plain and certain, that by Jeſus Chriſt all 
who believe the record concerning him, are juſti- 
fied and ſaved by what they believe; read the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, particularly the 13th chapter, the 

Epiſtles to the Romans and Galatians, with the 
whole connection of ſcripcure-verity—And if you 
do not believe it, you are abſolute atheiſts, and 
blaſphemers, condemned of yourſelves —whoſe 
damnation is juſt! 5 


80. As to objections againſt this aſſurance of 
faith, now contended for, drawn from the Pſalms; 
let the Pſalms which ſpeak of the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, and of the following glory, be interpreted 

by the New Teſtament, as the Holy Ghoſt hath 
Pointed out their meaning therein; and let the Holy 
Ghoit himſelf thereby decide the difference! 


- 'Bt. As to objections extracted from manifeſt 
 wreſtings of the other parts of the prophetic 
writings; let the ſame anſwer, in the mean time, 
ſuffice in general: yet as there is much harping 
and punning upon the names given to the na- 
tional Iſrael, as God's people and children, whoſe 
manners and ſpirits are reſembled to thoſe of 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and declared to be even 
worſe; be it here again remarked, and added 
to what has been already ſaid upon that head, 
that if any perſon will be at the pains to read and 
compare the 1ſt chapter of Iſaiah, for inſtance, 
from beginning to end, particularly the gth verſe, 
with Romans ix. 29. he will find, that the people 
whom God is ſaid to have nouriſhed and brought 
up as children, who alſo have revolred from hon, 


1333 

and gone away backward, ſuch as all thoſe called 
backſliders in the prophets, without exception of 
one perſon, are not the true Iſrael of God, the be- 
lievers of his truth; but, on the other band, are 
manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed, as a race of Sddomites and 
'1dolaters, from the true Ifrael of God ; which true 
Iſrael, or believers of the truth, are called the rem- 
nant which God hath reſerved 101 himſelf, as wit- 
neſſes for himſelf, and veſſels of mercy whom he 
hath choſen and called for his own praiſe! 


82. LASTLv, as to objections againſt the aſſurance 
of faith, manufactured and ſpun with no ſmall craft 
and cunning deceit, of thoſe who lie in wait to de- 
ceive, from the preſence and working of indwelling 
ſin, remaining in thoſe who believe che goſpel, and 
who are declared to be juſtified by the divine righ- 
teouſneſs therein repreſented, and imputed unto 
them that ſo believe; 


8 2. Ir is anſwered, That the aſſurance of faith, 
pleaded for, is not built upon the abſence, and not- 
working of indwelling fin in believers: but upon 
the preſence and working of the indwelling Spirit 
of God in them: for although the fruits of the 
fleſh, or corrupt nature, are manifeſt in them, and 
by none ſo much perceived and mourned over as 
by themſelves ; yer the fruits of the Spirit are no 
leſs manifeſt in them : and theſe two, the fleſh and 
the Spirit, the old nature and the new, one's na- 
tural ſelf and the Holy Ghoſt, are diſtinct from, 
and contrary to, one another: the fleſh luſteth 
againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh : 
and as Paul ſaid, if he had a law in his members 
ſtriving againſt the law in his mind, he ſaid and 
meant chereby, that he had a law in his mind ſtriving 
againſt the ſaid law in his members. 


E 84. AND 


E 


x 


$4. And from this conflict all believers, as well 
as Paul, cry out, O wretched man that I am! who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death? I 
thank God, through Jeſus Chriſt the Lord. So then 
I myſclf with my mind (as influenced and renewed 
in the ſpirit of my mind by the Holy Ghoſt) ſerve 
the law of God ; but with my fleſh (all that 1s na- 
turally within me as a corrupt creature, all that 1s 
not wrought in me by the Holy Ghoſt himſelf) I 
ſerve the law of ſin. See Rom. vii. Gal. v. and 
1 John 1. | . 


| 85. Now, Reader, if thou art a ſaint of God, a 
believer of God's truth, by the light which thou 
haſt re. eived from the ſcriptures, conſider what 
7777 within thee, and thou wilt demand no other 

ind of anſwer concerning all theſe matters, from 
me, nor from any other of thy brethren of the ſelf- 
ſame experience, deſiring earneſtly, as thou thyſelf 
alſo moſt certainly doſt, to contend for the faith 
once delivered to the ſaints. | 


86. OxLy permit me here to add, that in what- 
ever reſpect Abraham, Iſaac, or Jacob, Job, David, 
or Jeremiah, with their brethren, Peter, Thomas, 
Paul, or any other diſciple of the Lord, mentioned 
in the oracles of truth, may have been left to doubt, 
or fear, or feel in the hour of temptation and diſ- 
treſs, during the whole courſe of their contention 
with all the powers of dark neſs, without them or 
within them, till they overcame through the blood 
of the Lamb, through faith in his blood—l am 
here bold in my God, whom I alſo, through mercy 
given to me, ſerve, and delire to ſerve unto the 
death, with my ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son, to 

| give 
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give a formal challenge to all the oppoſers of the 
grace of the truth of the goſpel of God in the world 
— defying them to prove, by one inſtance in all the 
ſcriptures, that any one of thoſe ſaints of God was 
ever ſo deſerted of God, as to doubt or fear whether 
God was his Father, the God of his ſalvation, his 
Juſtifier, and Redeemer, and Sanctifier —ſo that he 
could not ſay, even in his moſt perplexed moments, 
My God, My Saviour, My Lord and my God, 
meaning Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, theſe Three 
who are One, by the Spirit of adoption, crying, 
Abba, Father. 


87. Ir will anſwer no purpoſe, to trifle with the 
Spirit of truth, and with the ſouls of men, by re- 
plying here in a jeering or indignant ſtrain, as per- 
ſons may find themſelves affected, What! could 
theſe ſaints maintain their confidence in God, their 
' boaſted aſſurance of faith, when they were aſleep ! 
hen they were drunk !—when they were en- 
gaged in the actual commiſſion of ſin! —Will 


Noah, David, Peter ſay ſo ??? No verily, Sir; nei- 


ther do I: but pleaſe to know and conſider, that 
{uch 1s the preſent ſtate of human nature in all men, 
even 1n the ſaints of God themſelves, while in this 
body, encompaſſed with frailty and corruption, 
borne down and perplexed with infirmities, ſinleſs 
ſome, and others ſinful—that when a man is lite- 
rally aſleep, or in a ſtate of intoxication, or ſeized 
with a fit, or confounded or overpowered with the 
ſuperior force of any extreme paſſion or tempta- 
tion whatſoever, or when the mind is diſtracted, 
. diſeaſed, unhingea, and loſt, as it were, for a time 
that then, in ſuch circumſtances, I ſay, a man can- 
not be ſuppoſed retaining his conſciouſneſs or con- 
 fidence concerning any eſtate or relation whatſoever, 

t wherein 
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- wherein he may at other times rejoice, and act as 
becoming the ſame— But, when he awakes, reco- 
vers, and comes to himſelf again, the conſciouſneſs 
of his ſtate, condition, and various relations wherein 
he really ſtands, will recur to his mind, and corre- 
ſponding behaviour will of courſe enfue—-Ir he has 
been overtaken in a fault, and fallen into the fire 
or the water, he will repent and mourn before the 
Lord, confeſſing his ſins, kiffing the rod, and cry- 
ing, Abba, Father, pleading the fairhfulneſs and 
juſtice of his God through a Mediator's blood for 
forgiveneſs — So Peter wept bitterly, and David 
mourned before the Lord Why mourn and weep? 
becauſe they knew they were ſons, and had ſinned; 
and now, reſtored by mercy, they watch and pray 
leſt they enter into Fupenten again. 


8s. Sucn, be it known to thoſe who pleaſe to 
know, is the doctrine which I believe and preach, 

and contend for, as all my ſalvation, and my deſire, 
and ſhall do, by the good hand of my God upon me, 
unto my lateſt breath, when I know I ſhall, thro 

his continued preſerving mercy, render up my joy- 
ful ſpirit into the hands of my faithful Creator, who 
1s able to keep that good thing which I have com- 


mitted to him unto the day of the Lord Jeſus 
Chritt. 


89. Now, aſcribing to the eternal Father, the 
eternal Son, and the eternal Spirit, theſe three eter- 
nally diſtinct perſons, who are one, eternal, living 
and true God, my Father, the God of my ſalvation; 
whoſe am I and all my ways, the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory for evermore. Amen — With 
thanks and praiſe to his holy name, who has been 
pleaſed to count me, who am nothing, worthy, wy 

| lis 
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his own glory, to be caſt out of the ſynagogue, 
expelled the Tabernacle, and to have my name re- 
proached, and all manner of evil ſpoken againſt 


me falſely for the ſake of his own goſpel, I remain, 


in the full aſſurance of faith, hope, and joy, be- 
fore the Lord, waiting and praying for his ſecond 
coming, | 


SIR, 
London, | : Your real” Friend, | 
Wi. BROOKSBANK. 


P. S. If Meſſrs. KEEN and WS v, or others, 


have any real objection againſt my moral 
character, I deſire no favour, but to be expoſed 
to the whole world. 5 
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